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A Preliminary Study on the Chinese Indonesians’ Ethnic Cultural Identity of

Kalimantan Province, Indonesia

—Illustrated by the case of Pontianak and Sinkawang
Zhang Xiaoqian
(Research Institute of Overseas Chinese Culture & Education of Overseas Chinese College of Lishui University,

Lishui, Zhejiang, 323000)

Abstract: When Suharto took over Indonesia’s regime, the Chinese Indonesians suffered a big disaster, in—
cluding who live in West Kalimantan, especially at Pontianak and Sinkawang. Chinese Indonesians were forced to
give up their Chinese culture icon when at public area and some other prohibition related to Chinese culture. This
situation lasted until the end of 20century. As China’s international status enhanced, and China enacted many
policies to get its economic developed rapidly, the status of overseas Chinese also get enhanced. Indonesia govern—
ment re—established diplomatic relations with China, meanwhile it changed its domestic policy towards the Chinese
Indonesians step by step. As a result, the Chinese Indonesian community in Pontianak and Sinkawang started to
re—active. Through the empirical study on Chinese Indonesians’ ethnic cultural identity, we find that the historical
heritage of Chinese Indonesians at Pontianak and Sinkawang, the change of Indonesian government’s policy, and
the Chinese Indonesians try to keep their Chinese cultural identity, all of these elements act together making most
of the Chinese Indonesians in Kalimantan can keep their Chinese cultural identity now.
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