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The Ethnic Chinese Teenagers’ Ancestral Cultural Identity and Its
Influencing Factors: A Survey on Qingtian Teenagers in 2016 Root—
Seeking Summer Camp at Lishui University

ZHANG Xiaogian

Faculty of Overseas Chinese Lishui University Lishui 323000 Zhejiang

Abstract The parents of most of the ethnic Chinese teenagers whose ancestral hometown is Qingtian are new
immigrants. However most of these teenagers were born and grew up abroad. This means that they could be easily
subject to dual and multiple culture shocks originated from factors of their families and the local environment. Their
ancestral cultural identity could be uncertain since different factors might work together and result in confused
cultural identity and their ancestral culture identity could be salient or obscure due to the effect of these different
factors. The result of the survey shows that family education and Chinese education can play a crucial part in their
ancestral cultural identity and that objectively the Root-Seeking Summer Camp in China can have a positive effect
on their ancestral cultural identity.
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